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On  September  13,  1990,  the  Montana  Long  Term  Care  Campaign  held  a  news  conference  in  Butte 
during  the  Governor's  Conference  on  Aging  at  the  Copper  King  Inn.  The  following  is  the  report  of 
the  conference  as  reported  by  Eric  Williams  of  the  Montana  Standard. 


The  United  States  has  a  choice,  according  to  the  Long  Term 
Care  Campaign. 

I  The  choices  are:  Raise  federal  taxes  a  bit  to  provide  a  safety 
net,  or  face  the  possibility  that  thousands  of  families  m  ay 
become  broke  -  financially  and  spiritually. 

Montana  officially  joined  31  other  states  in  the  campaign 
this  week  at  the  Governor's  Conference  on  Aging  in  Butte's 
Copper  King  Inn.  Several  groups  made  the  Long  Term  Care 
family  protection  pledge. 

The  Montana  groups  -  ranging  from  the  Montana  AFL- 
CIO  to  the  Montana  Association  of  Home  Health  Agencies  to 
the  American  Association  of  Retired  Persons  -  mean  more 
than  140  such  entities  back  the  proposal. 

The  comprehensive  long-term  health-care  plan  proposed 
by  the  campaign  would  cost  $60  million  annually. 

However,  said  Doboarh  Briceland-Betts,  deputy  national 
campaign  director  based  in  Washington,  D.C.,  the  pricetagcan 
be  misleading. 

Betts  said  the  total  calculates  to  $5  a  week  per  family,  while 
long-term  care  for  one  person  costs  about  $30,000  a  year.  She 
said  that  kind  of  fee  would  "bankrupt"  the  average  American 
family  in  one  year. 

She  said  that  today,  51  percent  of  the  cost  that  would  be 
shouldered  through  the  proposal  already  is  being  paid  "out  of 
pocket"  by  families,  so  "we're  paying  it  anyway." 

Said  Tim  Harris,  deputy  director  of  the  Montana  Independ- 
ent Living  Project,  "Our  health  insurance,  if  we  are  fortunate 
to  have  it  in  the  first  place,  rarely  if  ever,  covers  much  for  any 
type  of  long-term  re  provided  in  the  home. 

"Because  of  some  event  which  causes  a  disability  to  me  or 
someone  else  in  my  family,  why  should  I  be  forced  to  live  the 
rest  of  my  life  struggling  to  find  ways  to  pay  for  the  services 
which  are  required  just  to  live  each  day?" 
I  The  $60-billion  pricetag  compares  with  a  $42-billion  an- 
nual cost  for  a  proposal  put  forth  by  the  Pepper  Commission, 
named  after  longtime  Florida  Sen.  Claude  Pepper.  The  vice 
chairman  of  that  panel  is  Sen.  Max  Baucus,  D-Mont. 

In  times  of  tight  federal  budgets,  money  will  be  the  biggest 
obstacle,  Betts  said.  "The  Pepper  Commission  took  three  days 


to  come  up  with  the  benefits"  side  of  its  proposal,  Betts  said. 

"It  took  a  year  and  a  half  to  hammer  out  the  funding 
portion,  and  then  left  options  open  instead  of  picking  one 
method. 

The  primary  difference  in  the  Pepper  Commission  proposal 
and  the  plan  preferred  by  the  campaign,  she  said,  is  that  the 
former  calls  for  deductibles  and  co-payments,  while  the  latter 
does  not. 

Proponents  know  that  many  people  oppose  higher  taxes 
and  that  elected  officials  are  gun-shy  of  anything  callingfor  tax 
hikes. 

"Much  like  Social  Security  and  Medicare,  it  would  have  to 
be  the  people  demanding  it,"  she  said,  adding  that  groups 
behind  the  campaign  believe  "this  issue  has  election  power." 

She  said  citizens  who  want  the  "safety  net"  must  let 
officials  know  they're  willing  to  pay  more  in  taxes  to  get  it. 

She  and  others  also  called  on  state  and  local  officials  to 
support  the  campaign,  in  no  small  part  because  the  federal 
government  has  tended  in  recent  years  to  push  responsibility 
for  the  care  to  the  lower  levels  of  government. 

Although  the  groups  kicked  off  the  Montana  campaign  at 
the  aging  conference,  several  speakers  emphasized  that  long- 
term  care  isn't  just  for  the  elderly. 

In  a  letter  presented  Thursday," Claudine  Micone  of  the 
Montana  Head  Injury  Association  said  there  are  sonw  1,600 
head  injury  victims  in  the  state  each  year,  and  nearly  two- 
thirds  are  under  age  30. 

"Many  require  supervision  for  the  rest  of  their  lives," 
Micone  wrote.  "It  is  a  major  epidemic  in  our  country  and 
families  need  long-term  care  assistance  for  their  loved  ones." 

Betts  said  nationally,  of  the  11  million  people  who  need 
long-term  care,  four  million  are  under  age  65.  She  said  a 
Brookings  Institute  study  showed  that  despite  the  aging  of 
America,  that  percentage  will  stay  about  the  same  in  the 
future. 

Dorothy  Bompart  of  the  Montana  Long  Term  Care  Cam- 
paign said  some  15  groups  representing  almost  a  quarter  of  the 
Montana  population  are  in  favor  of  the  proposal. 


CELEBRATING  "AMERICA'S  COMING  OF  AGE" 


"Celebrate!  America's  Coming  of  Age"  is  the 
theme  for  the  Silver  Anniversary  of  the  Older 
Americans  Act,  which  was  signed  into  law  on 
July  14,  1965.  This  theme  focuses  on  the  fact 
that  the  aging  of  our  population  is  changing  not 
only  the  way  we  live  and  work  but  the  types  of 
services,  products,  and  housing  that  we  need. 
The  "Aging  of  America"  is  also  expectation  of 
what  our  Nation's  institutions  should  provide 
and  how  they  should  provide  it.  In  announcing 
the  theme,  the  Commissioner  on  Aging  for  the 
Federal  Administration  on  Aging,  Dr.  Joyce 
Berry  stated,  "It  is  our  intent  to  respond  sub- 
stantively and  relevantly  to  the  needs,  not  only 
of  older  persons,  but  also  to  the  nationwide 
aging  network  which  was  established  to  en- 
sure that  their  needs  are  met.  We  are  commit- 
ted to  making  a  difference  on  behalf  of  older 
person.  In  this  we  need  the  help  of  all  con- 
cerned citizens  in  the  public,  private,  and  vol- 
untary sectors  across  the  Nation." 

The  Older  Americans  Act  was  the  first  leg- 
islation devoted  exclusively  to  meeting  the 
social  and  nutritional  needs  of  older  Ameri- 
cans. For  the  past  25  years,  the  Older  Ameri- 
cans Act  has  served  at  the  cornerstone  of  fed- 
eral involvement  in  a  wide  array  of  community 
services  to  older  persons.  Created  during  a 
time  rising  societal  concern  for  the  needs  pro- 
grams specifically  designed  to  meet  the  social 
and  human  needs  of  the  older  persons.  The  act 
itself  was  one  of  a  series  of  federal  initiatives 
that  were  part  of  President  Johnson's  Great 
Society  programs.  These  legislative  initiatives 
grew  out  of  a  concern  for  the  large  percentage 
of  older  Americans  who  were  impoverished, 
and  a  belief  that  greater  federal  involvement 
was  needed  beyond  the  income  transfer  and 
health  programs.  Although  older  persons 
could  receive  services  under  a  multiplicity  of 
other  federal  programs,  the  act  became  the 
first  major  vehicle  for  the  organization  and 
delivery  of  community-based  social  services  to 
older  adults. 

The  Older  Americans  Act  was  established 


on  the  premise  that  decentralization  of  author- 
ity and  the  use  of  local  control  over  policy  and^k 
program  decisions  would  create  a  more  respon-^^ 
sive  service  system  at  the  community  level. 

When  first  enacted  in  1965,  the  act  estab- 
lished a  series  of  broad  policy  objectives  de- 
signed to  meet  the  needs  of  older  persons. 
These  objectives,  however,  lacked  both  legisla- 
tive authority  and  adequate  appropriations  to 
be  truly  effective.  Despite  its  limited  scope  and 
funding — providing  for  a  Federal  Administra- 
tion on  Aging  and  making  minimal  grants  to 
state  units  on  aging  -  the  act  established  a 
structure  through  which  Congress  would  later 
expand  aging  services. 

The  Act  grew  slowly  during  the  1960's.  In 
1973,  Congress  enacted  significant  expansions 
in  services  provided  under  the  Older  Ameri- 
cans Act  to  provide  the  establishment  of  nutri- 
tion programs  and  area  agencies  on  aging. 
Over  the  years,  the  essential  mission  of  the 
Older  Americans  Act  has  remained  very  much^k 
the  same:  provide  a  wide  array  of  social  and 
community  services  to  those  older  persons  in 
the  greatest  economic  and  social  need  in  order 
to  foster  maximum  independence. 

State  and  area  agencies  on  aging  constitute 
the  administrative  structure  for  programs 
under  the  act.  In  addition  to  funding  specific 
services,  they  have  broad  responsibility  to  act 
as  advocates  on  behalf  of  older  persons  and  to 
plan  for  the  effective  development  of  a  service 
system  that  will  best  meet  these  needs.  Be- 
yond this  mission,  and  as  originally  conceived 
by  the  Congress,  this  system  was  meant  to 
encompass  both  services  funded  under  the  act, 
as  well  as  services  supported  by  other  federal, 
state,  and  local  programs.  The  concept  of 
resource  mobilization  and  coordination  was  an 
important  element  in  the  early  development  of 
the  act. 

Since  its  enactment,  the  act  has  evolved^^ 
from  a  program  of  small  grants  and  research 
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J^project  to  a  network  of  57  state  units  on  aging, 
667  area  agencies  on  aging,  and  approximately 
27,000  community  organizations  providing 
supportive  social  and  nutritional  services  to 
older  adults.  Some  30  million  older  Americans 
are  being  assisted  by  a  range  of  services  includ- 
ing senior  centers,  group  meals,  meals-on- 
wheels,  homemaker,  home  health  and  trans- 
portation services.  Moreover,  three  older 
American  Volunteer  Programs  were  originally 
authorized  under  the  Older  Americans  Act. 
Thre  Retired  Senior  Volunteer  Program,  the 
Foster  Grandparent  Program  and  the  Senior 
Companion  Program  were  authorized  under 
Older  Americans  Act  Amendments  prior  to 
being  transferred  to  the  federal  Agency 

HARRIS  HONORED  BY 
GOVERNOR'S  COMMITTEE 

On  October  25,  1990,  Tim  Harris  of  the  MILP 
"  Staff  was  awarded  Montana's  Disabled  Person 
of  the  Year  by  the  Governor's  Committee  on 
Employment  of  People  with  Disabilities.  The 
award,  in  part,  states,  "Tim's  involvement  in 
independent  living  programs,  disability  advo- 
cacy and  community  awareness  endeavors, 
and  his  development  of  his  capabilities  in  over- 
coming disabilities  has  earned  the  highest 
respect  of  his  community,  his  family  and  of  this 
Committee.  For  his  outstanding  efforts  on 
behalf  of  disabled  Montanans  we  are  pleased  to 
recognize  Tim  Harris  as  Montana's  Disabled 
Person  of  the  Year."  Signed,  Stan  Stephens, 
Governor,  and  Ron  McDonald,  Committee 
Chairman. 


WANTED 

Dave  Rock  of  695  John  G.  Mine  Road,  Helena, 
y  is  looking  for  cheap,  er... inexpensive  pneu- 
matic tires  and  wheels  for  his  Rolls  wheel- 
chair. If  you  have  some  you  can  part  with, 
please  call  Dave  at  458-9662. 


ACTION  which  now  administers  these  three 
programs.  It  is  the  largest  federal/state  pro- 
gram designed  exclusively  to  serve  the  social 
service  and  nutritional  needs  of  persons  60 
years  and  older.  The  aging  network  is  a  part- 
nership among  government  -  federal,  state  and 
local  -  and  the  private  sector  to  advance  the 
social  and  economic  agendas  of  the  older  per- 
sons. 

Within  the  state  of  Montana,  there  are 
eleven  area  agencies  on  aging  serving  all  fifty- 
six  comities  and  seven  Indian  reservations. 
There  are  140  senior  centers  and  160  senior 
nutrition  sites  within  Montana.  Three  are 
several  hundred  home  and  community-based 
organizations  within  the  Montana  Aging 
Network.  Approximately  50,000  Older 
Montanans  were  provided  services  during 
1989  by  the  network. 


TRAIL  PROJECT  PITS  HIKERS 
AGAINST  DISABLED... 

A  Forest  Service  proposal  to  upgrade  a  rug- 
ged trail  tat  borders  a  wilderness  area  in 
New  Hampshire  has  set  off  a  battle  between 
conservationists  and  the  disabled.  In  order 
to  give  handicapped  (sic)  persons  access  to  a 
remote  area  in  the  White  Mountain  Na- 
tional Forest,  the  Forest  Service  is  planning 
to  construct  13  bridges  so  that  vehicles  can 
carry  disabled  people  to  the  edge  of  the 
Sandwich  Range  wilderness  area.  Conser- 
vationists contend  that  automobile  traffic 
and  bridges  will  detract  from  the  area's 
wilderness  values.  "This  is  an  issue  we 
hate,"  said  one  Conservationist,  "But  we 
can't  carve  up  our  wilderness  in  the  name  of 
the  handicapped."  Advocates  of  the  trail 
project  argue  that  the  changes  won't  detract 
from  anyone's  wilderness  experience.  "The 
whole  idea  is  to  give  the  handicapped  a 
challenge,"  said  a  New  Hampshire  official 
who  favors  the  project,  "not  to  provide  a 
paved  path  that  a  two- wheel-drive  car  can  go 
up  and  down."  (August  1, 1990  issue  of  Land 
Letter.) 


Could  I  get  SSI  benefits? 
YES 


$$$ 


If  you  are: 

•  65  or  older 
or 

•  blind,  or  have  severely  impaired  vision 
or 

•  disabled,  or  have  a  severe  mental  or  physical  condition  that  limits  your  work  or  prevents 
you  from  working. 

and,  if  your  resources  and  income  are  below  certain  amounts: 

Individual 

•  $2,000  in  resources 

•  $406/month  unearned  income 

•  $857/month  income  from  work 
Couple 

•  $3,000  in  resources 

•  $599/month  unearned  income 

•  $l,243/month  income  from  work 

and,  if  you  meet  citizenship  or  lawful  alien  status. 
How  do  I  apply  for  SSI? 

It  is  easy.  Just  call  toll  free.  Please  have  your  Social  Security  number  handy  when  you  call.  I 


1-800-234-5772 


Don't  wait.  The  sooner  you  call,  the  faster  we  can  get  your  money  to  you.  And  you  might  also  qualify 
for  other  programs,  like  Social  Security,  Food  Stamps,  Medicare  and  Medicaid. 

If  you  are  having  difficulty  with  or  would  like  assistance  in  dealing  with  your  Social  Security  office, 
please  call  MILP  for  help  at  442-5755  or  1-800-735-6457. 

D^  FOR  SALE 

Fred  and  Lena  Hardy  of  807  Washington  Street,  Helena,  MT 

59601,  have  a  number  of  items  for  sale.  PC  Lens  Software 

which  changes  your  IBM  PC  or  compatible  into  a  large 

character  computer  -  $700;  an  E  &  J  med.  chair,  detachable 

desk,  swing  away  footrests  -  $321;  an  Amigo  with  charger  -  j 

$856,  plus  a  new  beery  for  $100.  They  have  no  phone  so  you 

must  write.  ie_D 


MONTANA  TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
FOR  THE  TELEPHONE  HANDICAPPED 

The  Montana  Telecommunications  for  the  Telephone  Handicapped  (MTTH)  is  now  underway! 
This  program  is  designed  to  enable  Montana's  telephone  handicapped  to  utilize  the  modern 
technology  of  the  telephone  system.  This  is  a  great  and  exciting  experience  to  those  who  have 
never  been  able  to  use  a  telephone,  as  well  as  those  who  once  were  able  to  use  a  phone  but 
through  some  physical  and/or  health  related  problem  are  currently  unable  to. 

The  program  is  available  to  all  citizens  of  Montana  who  meet  the  following  requirements: 

1)  The  applicant  must  be  telephone  handicapped.  This  means  that  anyone  in  the  family 
(household)  who  is  hearing  or  speech  impaired  (telephone  handicapped)  in  any  way,  would  be 
eligible  to  apply  for  equipment  loaned  (given)  out  under  this  program) 

2)  The  applicant  must  be  a  resident  of  Montana.  This  is  a  program  designed  to  enable 
citizens  of  Montana  to  increase  their  quality  of  life  by  providing  them  with  this  new  opportu- 
nity through  the  use  of  telecommunications. 

3)  The  applicant  must  be  able  to  demonstrate  his/her  ability  to  understand  the  nature 
and  use  of  the  equipment  for  the  purpose  of  sending  or  receiving  messages  through  the 
telephone  system. 

4)  The  applicant  must  have  a  gross  annual  income  of  $35.000  or  less.  If  your  income  is 
over  this  amount  and  you  meet  all  other  requirements  you  may  be  eligible  to  lease  equipment 
through  the  program. 

If  you  feel  you  qualify,  you  can  obtain  an  application  and  information  brochure  from  MILP  or 
from  the  MTTH  office  at  111  N.  Last  Chance  Gulch,  Helena,  MT  59601,  or  call  444-1335  (Voice/ 
TDD)  or  1-800-833-8503. 

Remember,  this  program  provides  free  equipment  to  those  who  qualify.  The  only  cost  to  the 
applicant  is  the  cost  of  a  regular  telephone  line. 

Help  pass  the  word  on  to  those  people  -  family,  friends,  senior  citizens,  etc.,  you  know  or  have 
heard  about  who  could  use  this  program. 

For  more  information  about  MTTH,  you  can  contact  Kryss  Kuntz  (a  former  MILP  staff  person) 
in  Helena  at  444-1335  or  1-800-833-8503. 


WHAT'S  IN  A  NAME? 


Dr.  Bruce  McMahan  of  New  York  is  offering 
$50,000  to  anyone  who  can  come  up  with  a 
word  or  phrase  which  describes  disable  people 
in  a  positive  way.  McMahan  heads  the  na- 
tional Cristina  Foundation,  a  nonprofit  corpo- 
ration named  for  his  daughter  who  has  cere- 
bral palsy. 

There  have  been  a  number  of  catchy  words  and 
phrases  employed  over  the  past  several  years 
to  describe  disabled  folks,  such  as  handica- 
pable,  physically  challenged,  differently  abled, 
people  with  disabilities,  as  well  as  handi- 
capped, crippled,  delayed,  wheelchair-bound 
and  the  like,  plus  a  few  we  disabled  used  among 
ourselves,  like  gimp,  crip,  para,  quad,  polio, 
etc. 

In  every  system,  human  services  include,  there 
is  jargon,  acronyms  or  words  and  phrases  used 
to  convey  entire  thought  patterns  or  descrip- 
tions, in  a  word  or  a  short  phrase,  of  situations, 
events  and  programs.  As  long  as  we  eat,  sleep, 
breath  and  work,  this  will  be  with  us.  There  is 
no  escaping  it.  People  outside  systems  which 


employ  such  jargon  often  feel  on  the  periphery, 
left  out  and  unknowledgeable.  Computer  sys^fe 
terns  are  probably  the  biggest  users  of  jargon, 
especially  in  the  use  of  acronyms. 

Disabled  people  tend  to  come  from  an  op- 
pressed class,  and  as  oppressed  people  we  often 
react  to  situations  that  seem  oppressive.  The 
use  of  words  which  we  have  deemed  oppressive 
lights  a  fire  in  our  souls  and  causes  us  to  react 
to  those  words,  sometimes  without  a  lot  of 
forethought.  Bruce  McMahan  is  reacting,  in  a 
kind  of  positive  manner,  to  the  overuse  of 
descriptive  words  depicting  disabilities  and 
people  and  wants  to  give  money  to  one  who  can 
coin  a  proper  word  or  phrase.  What's  wrong 
with  "disabled?"  It's  a  word  I  have  grown  up 
with  and  do  not  find  it  offensive.  So,  where's 
my  $50,000?  I  personally  cannot  imagine  a 
better  descriptive  word  than  that  one.  In  fact, 
we  should  try  moving  beyond  the  word  game 
and  focus  on  achievement,  on  ability,  on  re^ 
suits.  Our  proof  is  in  not  what  we  say,  but  in 
what  we  do. 


XXX  BOWLING  UPDATE:  DEADLINE-HELENA  XXX 

MILP's  bowling  program  needs  your  help.  A  number  of  consumers  are  on  fixed  incomes  which  are 
quite  low  and  find  it  a  hardship  to  cover  weekly  expenses  for  the  outing.  We  have  had  good  response 
from  our  supporters  in  the  past  and  call  upon  you  again  to  come  to  our  assistance.  Our  deepest  thanks 
in  advance  to  all  who  respond.  Remember,  we  are  a  tax-exempt  organization  and  your  contributions 
are  tax- deductible. 
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BIRD  WATCHING 

Where  in  the  world  did  the  Bird  go?  Did  you 
miss  it?  Did  you  even  realize  it  was  gone?  We 
received  hundreds,  no,  thousands  of  inquiries 


about  the  Bird.  Truth  is,  it  went  south  for  the 
winter,  after  the  88-89  record  breaking  winter. 
But  it's  back,  with  a  promise  to  stay  year  round 
from  now  on. 


ROBERT  WOOD  JOHNSON  FOUNDATION  GRANT 


During  December  and  January,  MILP  was 
wild  with  activity.  We  were  engrossed  in  devel- 
oping a  proposal  designed  to  improved  health 
and  support  systems  for  people  with  disabili- 
ties in  our  service  area.  Many  adults  living  in 
rural  areas  are  at  a  greater  risk  for  disability 
and  are  in  greater  need  for  long-term  care  than 
their  urban  couterparts.  The  independent 
living  center  service  model  provides  an  excel- 
lent method  for  delivering  the  needed  self- 
management  information  and  support  serv- 
ices to  reduce  the  risk  of  complications  associ- 
ated with  disability. 

In  the  proposal,  MILP  described  a  plan  to 
involve  a  number  of  professionals  from  various 
fields,  such  as  health  care,  private  insurers, 
and  public  fund  administrators,  to  participate 
^on  an  Advisory  Committee.  The  Committee's 
^role  will  be  to  provide  input  to  the  MILP  Board 
and  staff  from  their  areas  of  expertise,  be  active 
in  planning  innovative  strategies  for  facilitat- 
ing policy  changes  which  promote  consumer- 


ism, serve  as  liaisons  between  the  independent 
living  system  and  their  particular  field,  and 
assist  in  providing  education  and  training. 

A  key  component  to  the  proposal  is  a  strategy 
to  develop  a  third  party  payment  system,  since 
funds  for  existing  programs  are  currently 
expended  at  maximum  levels.  To  increase 
services  relying  on  present  funding  would  be 
impossible.  The  Advisory  Committee  will  be 
invaluable  in  its  assistance  with  developing 
such  a  system. 

The  Robert  Wood  Johnson  Foundation  has  set 
aside  approximately  $8.4  million  to  fund  12 
proposals,  each  proposal  funded  for  four  years. 
MILP  was  notified  in  April  that  we  are  among 
the  16  and  will  receive  an  onsite  visit  sometime 
this  summer.  We  are  all  quite  excited  and 
hopeful  that  we  will  be  among  the  12  funded. 
We  will  keep  everyone  informed  of  progress 
toward  that  goal. 


Down  With  Stairs,  Up  With  Elevators 


Harry:  Hey,  why  do  elephants  have  flat  feet, 
David? 

David:     Why,  Harry? 

Harry:  From  stamping  out  architectural  barri- 
ers, old  buddy. 

April  30  -  May  4, 1990  marked  Barrier  Awareness 
Week  in  Montana  for  this  year.  Lots  of  events  were 
scheduled  and  the  week  kicked  off  with  Governor 
Stephens  officially  proclaiming  the  week  through 
his  proclamation  office.  5th  and  8th  graders  par- 
ticipated in  the  signing,  most  of  whom  had  spent 
the  week  simulating  various  disabilities.  3000 
school  children  participated  in  presentations  given 
by  MILFs  speakers  bureau.  Coverage  of  BAW  was 
given  by  the  Helena  Independent  Record,  KHKR- 
am,  KBLL-am,  KTVH-TV,  and  KXLF-TV. 

Dateline  Helena:  Attorney  General  Marc  Racicot, 
in  a  bold  move,  spent  one  work  day  using  a  wheel- 
chair. This  writer  is  tempted  to  comment  about 
being  wheelchair-bound,  or  that  he  was  confined, 


but  will  refrain  from  doing  so.  From  what  we  know, 
Marc  is  the  only  elected  official  to  attempt  using  a^, 
wheelchair  for  any  length  of  time.  Thanks,  Marc,^ 
for  your  involvement.  Several  of  the  AG's  office  em- 
ployees also  spent  some  time  using  a  wheelchair 
during  work.  Joyce  Nachtsheim,  a  Helena  teacher, 
also  put  her  students  through  some  paces,  using  a 
wheelchair.  Pam  Wintrode,  an  employee  with  the 
Department  of  Labor,  also  took  a  wheelchair  to  use 
in  her  office. 

Our  goal  with  BAW  is  to  quit  having  it.  Some  year, 
when  we  plan  BAW  activities,  we  are  all  going  to 
notice  that  it  isn't  necessary.  Wouldn't  that  be 
nice?  Thanks  to  all  who  worked  with  us  this  year. 
We  appreciate  your  involvement  and  commitment. 

For  your  enjoyment,  we  are  including  a  sampling  of 
some  of  the  letters  we  receive  after  a  classroom 
presentation.  There  are  some  letters  addressed  to 
Mrs.  Hallberg  who  is  blind. 
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Research  and  Training  Center  for  Accessible  Housing  Opens 


The  Center  for  Accessible  Housing,  the 
^  nation's  first  research  and  training  center  fo- 
'  cusing  on  making  housing  accessible  to  people 
with  disabilities,  has  been  established  at 
North  Carolina  State  University  (NCSU),  in 
Raleigh,  North  Carolina.  The  center,  located 
at  the  university's  School  of  Design,  is  funded 
by  the  National  Institute  for  Disability  and 
Rehabilitation  Research  (NIDRR). 

Raleigh  architect  Ronald  L.  Mace,  co-direc- 
tor of  the  center,  said  the  program  has  a  dual 
mission:  improving  the  quality  of  housing 
environments  for  people  with  disabilities  and 
increasing  the  availability  of  accessible  hous- 
ing. "This  center  will  be  an  important  resource 
for  people  with  disabilities,  for  people  in  the 
housing  industry  who  are  designing,  develop- 
ing, or  manufacturing  housing,  and  for  other 
universities  conducting  programs  that  teach 
accessible  design,"  Mace  said. 

Dr.  Graeme  Hardie,  director  of  research  for 
the  School  of  Design,  will  serve  with  Mace  as 
co-director.  Hardie  noted  that  the  NCSU  cen- 
Q  ter  will  be  "the  first  research  and  training 
center  to  deal  with  the  environmental  issues 
faced  by  disabled  people." 

"Accessible  housing  is  essential  for  people 
with  disabilities  of  all  ages  to  live  independ- 
ently in  the  community,"  Hardie  said.  "Hous- 
ing with  accessible  features  can  make  a  sub- 
stantial difference  in  how  well  people  with 
disabilities  live,  by  increasing  independence 
and  the  safety  of  the  home  and  by  reducing 
home  care  costs  and  dependence  on  others  for 
assistance." 

Hardie  and  Mace  said  information  and 
training  on  accessible  housing  design  is  hard  to 
find.  "Most  people  with  disabilities  have  had  to 
make  do  with  homes  that  were  not  designed  for 
their  needs,  and  they  have  little  success  find- 
ing information  that  describes  how  to  improve 
the  home,"  Mace  said.  "Builders,  architects, 
and  developers  have  also  had  trouble  finding 
good  information  that  describes  how  to  build 
\  accessible  features  into  their  homes." 

The  center  will  conduct  research  on  ways  to 
improve  accessible  housing.  It  will  develop 
new  designs  for  homes  and  products  and  train 


people  on  how  to  provide  accessible  housing 
and  how  to  modify  existing  housing  to  make  it 
more  accessible. 

Training  will  be  offered  to  people  with  dis- 
abilities, parents  of  children  with  disabilities, 
and  professionals  from  the  building  industry 
and  the  field  of  rehabilitation. 

The  initiative  for  the  center  proposal  came 
from  Mace,  a  graduate  of  the  School  of  Design 
and  an  international  pioneer  in  the  field  of 
accessible  design  who  has  been  working 
through  his  Raleigh  firm,  Barrier  Free  Envi- 
ronments, to  promote  accessibility  for  over  15 
years. 

Faculty  and  students  from  all  three  depart- 
ments in  the  School  of  Design  —  Architecture, 
Landscape  Architecture,  and  Visual  and  Prod- 
uct Design  —  will  be  involved  in  design  projects 
under  the  center.  "We  hope  to  develop  a  cur- 
riculum for  including  accessible  design  in  our 
program  and  then  offer  the  information  to 
other  schools,"  Hardie  said. 

In  addition,  the  center  will  establish  col- 
laborative relationships  with  the  Rehabilita- 
tion Research  and  Development  Center  at  the 
Atlanta  (GA)  Veterans  Administration  Medi- 
cal Center,  which  specializes  in  research  to 
improve  the  lives  of  older  people;  the  Adaptive 
Environments  Center  in  Boston,  which  has 
conducted  extensive  training  for  parents  of 
disabled  children  and  training  and  services  to 
improve  existing  housing;  the  Department  of 
City  and  Regional  Planning  at  the  University 
of  North  Carolina  at  Chapel  Hill,  with  exper- 
tise in  market  factors  that  affect  housing;  and 
Barrier  Free  Environments. 

Mace  said  he  hopes  the  center  will  have  an 
impact  across  the  housing  market.  "With 
passage  of  the  Fair  Housing  Amendments  last 
year  and  the  aging  of  America,  I  expect  that  we 
will  have  an  important  role.  You  can  design 
housing  that's  universally  usable,"  he  said.  "It 
doesn't  need  to  cost  more,  and  it  doesn't  need  to 
look  special.  It's  just  good-quality  housing." 

Contact  the  center  by  writing  to  the  Center 
for  Accessible  Housing,  Box  7701,  North  Caro- 
lina State  University,  Raleigh,  NC  27695- 
7701;  or  call  them  at  (919)  737-7114. 


Regulations  Issued — 

Air  Carriers  Must  Become  More  Accessible 


On  March  2,  the  federal  govern- 
ment ordered  airlines  to  provide 
greater  services  to  people  with  dis- 
abilities. The  Department  of  Trans- 
portation issued  the  newrules,  which 
have  been  delayed  since  the  1986  Air 
Carrier  Access  Act  mandated  that 
the  Department  of  Transportation 
develop  new  regulations  that  service 
people  with  disabilities  more  equita- 
bly. 

Special  narrow  wheelchairs  to 
allow  access  to  lavatories  are  man- 
dated for  wide-body  aircraft  (aircraft 
with  more  than  one  aisle)  within  two 
years.  The  number  of  people  with 
disabilities  on  a  flight  cannot  be  lim- 
ited and  no  advance  notice  of  intent  to 
use  the  air  carrier  is  needed,  with  the 
following  exceptions:  a  forty-eight 
hour  notice  is  still  required  for  a 
passenger  using  a  respirator,  an  in- 
fant in  an  incubator,  or  passengers 
who  need  assistance  with  storage  of 


an  electric  wheelchair.  A  traveler 
with  a  disability  who  requires  any 
assistance  from  the  airline  will  need 
to  give  the  airline  a  48-hour  notice  of 
intent  to  travel. 


+ 


Airline  can  no  longer  require  that 
a  person  with  a  disability  be  accom- 
panied by  an  attendant,  unless  the 
individual  is  on  a  stretcher,  is  unable 
to  assist  in  his  or  her  own  evacuation, 
or  has  both  severe  hearing  and  vision 
impairments.  According  to  the  new 
regulations,  a  person  with  a  mental 
disability  must  also  have  an  atten- 
dant if  the  flight  crew  or  the  pilot 
determine  that  the  individual  is  inca- 
pable of  assisting  in  his  or  her  evacu- 


ation. 

Aircraft  with  30  or  more  seats 
must  have  movable  armrests  on  the 
aisle  seats  on  atleasthalf  of  the  rows. 
Wheelchairs  have  priority  over  other 
baggage  for  in-cabin  storage  space 
and  in  the  baggage  compartment. 
Commuter  airlines  with  limited  seat- 
ing may  deny  travel  if  the  individual 
with  a  disability  must  be  placed  near 
the  emergency  exit  to  be  accomo- 
dated. 

The  new  regulations,  which  be- 
come effective  April  5,  1990  are  not 
viewed  by  some  in  the  disability 
community  as  equitable.  An  advo- 
cate for  people  with  disabilities 
claimed  that  "the  regulations  legalize 
discrimination  that  the  law  was  de- 
signed to  prevent."  Legislation  to 
counter  the  new  regulations  is  ex- 
pected, and  legal  moves  are  antici- 
pated. 


Pepper  Commission  Report 

On  March  2,  1990,  the  U.S.  Bipartisan  Com- 
mission on  Comprehensive  Health  Care,  also 
known  as  the  Pepper  Commission  (after  the 
late  Claude  Pepper),  issued  a  preliminary 
report  of  its  recommendations  to  the  Congress. 
The  Commission  has  been  struggling  for  some 
time  over  two  major  issues:  1)  access  to  health 
care  and,  2)  Long-Term  Care.  In  its  recommen- 
dations on  Long-Term  Care  services  and  pro- 
tection against  impoverishment  for  people  in 
nursing  homes. 

The  plan  has  three  components.  First,  people 
of  all  ages  with  severe  disabilities  are  eligible 
for  social  insurance  for  home  and  community- 
based  care.  Second,  the  plan  establishes  a 
Nursing  Home  Program  for  nursing  home  care 
to  provide  ample  floor  of  financial  protection, 
ensuring  that  non  one  faces  impoverishment. 
Third,  all  nursing  home  users  are  entitled  to 
social  insurance  for  the  first  three  months  of 
nursing  home  care.  This  "front  end"  insurance 
allows  people  who  have  short  stays  to  return 
home  with  resources  intact.  There  is  a  four- 
year  phase-in  schedule,  with  the  first  year  ex- 


penditures at  $10.8  billion,  increasing  to  $42.8 
billion  in  the  fourth  year. 

The  Montana  Long-Term  Care  Campaign,  in 
association  with  the  National  Long-Term  Care 
Campaign,  has  been  in  existence  since  Febru- 
ary, 1989.  There  are  a  number  of  affiliate 
organizations  from  within  the  state  and  the 
Campaign  has  been  quite  active,  sponsoring 
two  hearings,  one  last  June  in  Missoula  and 
one  in  Great  Falls  in  February,  1990.  Senator 
Max  Baucus  from  Montana,  Vice-chair  of  the 
Commission,  appeared  at  both  hearings  and 
received  testimony. 

The  Montana  Campaign  will  be  continuing  to 
provide  education  and  information  to  the  pub- 
lic about  long-term  care  and  its  effects  on 
families.  If  you  would  like  more  information 
about  the  Campaign,  please  call  or  write 
Dorothy  Bompart,  Montana  University  Affili- 
ated Program,  52  Corbin  Hall,  Missoula,  MT 
59812-1588,  (406)  243-5467,  or  contact 
Sharon  Donaldson,  AFSCME,  36  So.  Last1 
Chance  Gulch,  Helena,  MT  59601,  or  call  at 
(406)442-1192. 


Business  Information 

Creative  Adaptions  is  a  non-profit  business 
-^which  is  owned  and  operated  by  Jim  Weis  of 
^Helena.  Creative  Adaptions  does  design  and 
fabrication  of  assistive  devices  as  well  as  serv- 
ice and  repair.  Jim  installs  and  services  wheel- 
chair lifts  also.  For  more  information  about  the 
services,  contact  Jim  in  Helena  at  458-9505. 

Apex  Home  Medical  Systems  recently  began 
operations  in  Helena.  They  provide  a  wide 
variety  of  services  including  equipment  and 
supplies  for  people  with  disabilities.  They  are 
located  at  222  East  Lyndale,  Helena,  MT 
59601.  For  more  information  about  Apex's 
services,  call  449-2739. 


Grief  Workshop  in  Bozeman 

On  Saturday,  June  16,  1990,  there  will  be  a 
workshop  sponsored  by  Eagle  Mount  in  Boze- 
man in  "Caring  For  Persons  Experiencing 
Loss."  It  will  start  at  8:30  a.m.  and  run  till  4:30 
I  O/p.m.  Presented  by  Mary  Jo  Cleaveland,  Nurs- 
ing Director,  Oncology,  at  The  Children's 
Hospital  in  Denver,  Colorado,  it  is  aimed  at 
health  professionals,  volunteers  or  family 
members  who  are  caregivers  to  persons  adapt- 
ing to  physical  and  emotional  loss.  Registra- 
tion deadline  is  June  6.  There  is  a  $20  registra- 
tion fee  which  includes  lunch  and  a  workshop 
packet.  For  more  information,  please  call 
Eagle  Mount  at  406-586-1781. 
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ADA  Update 

ADA  is  reaching  a  point  of  climax.  Very  soon  it 
should  complete  all  the  cycles  a  bill  goes 
through  before  becoming  law.  In  fact,  it  could 
be  on  the  House  floor  in  a  short  time,  perhaps 
the  middle  of  May.  If  it  proceeds  without 
hitches,  it  could  be  signed  into  law  sometime  in 
June.  You  need  to  notify  your  representative 
and  express  you  concern.  The  political  process 
is  designed  to  allow  you  a  voice.  By  not  using 
yours,  you  speak  loudly  to  those  representa- 
tives who  have  their  minds  made  up  by  now. 
Call  or  write  either  Pat  Williams  at  1-800-332- 
6177  or  Ron  Marlenee  at  1-800-332-5965. 
Remember,  it's  all  up  to  you. 

Strikes,  Spares 
and  Gutter  Balls 

The  MILP  bowling  program  is  winding  down 
again  for  the  summer.  As  usual,  it  has  been 
another  successful  year.  This  year,  we  had  14 
regular  keglers  who  met  faithfully  each  week 
to  have  some  spirited  fun  and  serious  bowling. 
Six  of  the  bowlers  used  ramps  most  of  the  year. 
A  few  decided  to  try  it  without  the  ramp  and 
with  some  success.  It  has  been  reported  to  this 
reporter  that  occasionally  someone  will  "clean 
out  the  leaves,"  or  to  us  who  don't  know,  roll  a 
gutter  ball.  There  has  been  good  competition 
among  the  bowlers,  along  with  good  natured 
teasing  and  joking. 

Many  have  shown  improvement  in  their 
scores.  May  30th  marks  the  last  get  together 
for  the  group  until  next  fall.  There  will  be 
celebrating  and  a  good  time  for  all  those  who 
have  been  involved. 


Hot  Deals 

Viki  Sego  of  Helena  has  a  Rolls  Invacare  in 
top  condition  for  $250.  She  can  be  reached 
at  449-7668. 

If  you  are  interested  in  school  buses,  Pat 
Hoopes  at  Whitehall  has  several,  including 
one  with  a  wheelchair  lift.  It  is  a  1976 
Chevy  Wayne  35  passenger,  71,  535  miles 
(66,000  on  rebuilt  motor  and  transmission) 
and  she  is  asking  $3500.  Her  number  is 
287-6542. 

Duane  Gustafson  of  Butte  has  a  van  lift 
(side  mount)  for  sale.  It  installs  easily  and 
he  will  take  a  reasonable  offer.  Duane's 
number  is  782-5220. 

Vince  and  Missy  Burns  of  Townsend  are 
selling  their  home.  It's  a  3  bedroom  farm 
house,  with  garage,  solarium,  greenhouse, 
fenced  and  is  accessible.  They  are  asking 
$48,000.  They  can  be  reached  at  266-3060. 

Cindy  Skelton  of  Vaughn,  Montana  is  in 
need  of  a  used  van  with  a  lift.  If  you  have 
one  for  sale,  please  call  Cindy  at  965-3816. 


Recreating  With  One  Arm 

There  is  a  small  business  in  Helena  known  as 
The  FreeHanderson  Company.  It  was  started  £ 
by  Emmett  Anderson  as  a  result  of  his  wife's 
stroke.  The  sole  product  of  the  business  is  a 
recreation  belt  to  be  used  by  individuals  who 
have  lost  the  use  of  one  arm.  Its  design  allows 
someone  to  bait  a  hook,  cast,  troll  and  reel  with 
just  one  hand.  Mr.  Anderson  has  also  devel- 
oped a  camera  mount  and  rifle  rest  both  of 
which  can  be  used  with  the  belt.  For  more 
information  about  this  product,  you  can  con- 
tact The  FreeHanderson  Company,  Box  4543, 
Helena,  MT  59604. 

Support  Group  Changes 

TBI  Support  Group  in  Helena  meets  every 
other  Tuesday  in  the  Lewis  and  Clark  Library 
at  7  p.m.  For  more  information,  call  Cathy 
Ward  at  442-4360  (work)  or  443-2234  (home). 

TBI  Support  Group  in  Butte  meets  on  the  3rd 
Tuesday  of  each  month  at  7  p.m.  in  the  confer- 
ence room  at  Family  Services,  700  Casey  in^ 
Butte.    For  more  information,  call  Claudine 
Micone  at  782-0436. 
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REMEMBERINGS... 


BOB  RAE  1918-90 

I  On  Mae  18,  1990,  MILP  lost  one  of  its  fine  board  members.  Bob  had  been  involved  with  MILP  for 
several  years  and  was  one  of  our  best  supporters.  He  died  of  a  heart  attack  the  morning  of  May  18, 
just  a  few  days  before  he  was  to  be  in  Helena  for  a  meeting  with  the  Robert  Wood  Johnson  grant 
proposal  review  committee.  His  contributions  have  been  many,  always  showing  a  great  interest  in 
employee  rights  and  humane  treatment  for  all.  Bob  was  one  who  involved  himself  with  MILP  board 
work  and  was  available  to  assist  with  committees.  In  fact,  often  Bob  would  travel  from  Butte  to 
Helena  for  committee  meetings  and  be  the  only  one  to  make  it,  even  though  the  other  members  were 
all  from  Helena. 

We  will  miss  Bob's  dedication  to  service,  his  quips,  and  his  contributions  to  human  service,  but  above 
all  we  will  miss  Bob. 


WHITE  MOVES  TO  THE  RIGHT 

Mike  White,  a  long  time  member  of  MILP's  Board  of  Directors,  has  taken  a  position  with  the 
Department  of  Veterans'  Affairs  in  Providence,  Rhode  Island.  He  was  very  active  in  the  community 
of  Helena  with  various  sports  activities,  Grandstreet  Theatre,  wheelchair  basketball  and  racing, 
among  many  other  things.  Mike  was  a  steadying  influence  with  the  board  and  always  quick  with  an 
appropriate  remark  to  break  tension,  if  needed.  He  had  insight  into  problems  and  usually  had  viable 
solutions  to  seemingly  impossible  problems. 
I 

Mike  and  his  wife,  Lee,  and  their  younger  son,  Jeremy,  are  livingin  the  Providence  area,  and  we  hope 
to  have  a  permanent  address  to  share  in  the  October  issue  of  FOCUS.  We  will  miss  Mike  and  we  a 
MILP  wish  him  and  his  family  well  in  their  new  adventure. 


PEER  HELPER  TRAINING  -  OCTOBER  4-5,  1990 


MILP  will  be  providing  Peer  Helper  Training 
in  Helena  to  qualified  people  with  disabilities 
or  others  who  have  had  direct  experience  with 
someone  who  is  disabled.  We  will  provide 
accommodations  (sleeping  bags  on  the  office 
floor.  Just  kidding),  meals  and  travel  expenses 
to  and  from.  Peer  helpers  provide  one-to-one 
assistance  to  a  person  who  is  disabled  and 
having  difficulty  with  adjustment  to  the  dis- 


ability. We  also  work  with  families  of  people 
with  disabilities. 

Interested  persons  should  contact  MILP  for  an 
application.  Staff  will  screen  applicants  and 
make  selections  for  the  training.  People  will  be 
notified  around  September  15th  concerning 
their  status.  Our  number  is  442-5755  (in 
Helena)  or  1-800-735-MILP. 


i 


KERTTULA'S  KORNER 

Independent  Living  Coordinator  Fran 
Kerttula  is  taking  some  time  off  this  summer 
from  her  hectic  bowling  schedule,  but  has 
planned  some  recreational  events  for  our  con- 
sumers who  participate  in  our  recreation  pro- 
gram. She  and  several  consumers  partook  of 
the  activities  at  the  Last  Chance  Stampede 
and  Fair  in  late  July.  A  bunch  also  rode  the 
famous  Last  Chancer,  a  tour  train  which  tours 
the  historic  areas  in  greater  Helena.  Word  is 
that  all  who  went,  survived.  Fran's  gang  is  also 
planning  to  take  the  Gates  of  the  Mountains 
boat  tour  later  this  summer,  followed  near  the 
end  of  August  with  a  picnic  at  Spring  Meadow 
Lake,  one  of  the  Department  of  Fish,  Wildlife, 
and  Parks  showcase  state  parks. 


ADA  -  ITS  FOR  REAL 

On  July  26,  1990,  President  George  Bush 
signed  into  law  the  Americans  with  Disabili-^ 
ties  Act,  after  what  seemed  like  forever.  There 
was  hardly  a  FOCUS  which  did  not  contain 
something  on  ADA.  Now  it  is  law  and  just 
exactly  what  does  that  mean?  Well,  Erica 
Jones,  of  the  President's  Committee  on  Em- 
ployment of  People  with  Disabilities,  in  its 
publication,  Work  Life,  presents  a  chart  which 
explains  effective  dates,  due  dates  of  regula- 
tions, and  enforcement  jurisdiction.  The  chart 
appears  on  page  3  and  can  be  saved,  as  if  you 
didn't  save  the  entire  issue,  for  future  refer- 
ence. If  you  wish  more  information  on  ADA, 
please  contact  any  of  the  MILP  staff. 


INDEPENDENT  LIVING  SEMINAR 


MILP  has  been  offering  Independent  Living 
Seminars  since  1986  and  will  be  presenting 
one  September  10-15,  1990  for  traumatically 
brain  injured  people.  It  will  be  held  at  the 
Feathered  Pipe  Ranch  outside  of  Helena.  The 
seminar  is  conducted  in  a  retreat-type  atmos- 
phere at  a  rustic,  somewhat  secluded  lodge. 
The  seminar  provides  individual  and  group 


formats  adapted  to  the  individual's  needs  and 
focuses  on  peer  support  and  interaction.  Infor- 
mational presentations  cover  grief  and  loss, 
nutrition  and  skin  care,  attendant  care  man- 
agement, sexuality,  interpersonal  relation-^ 
ships,  self-advocacy,  and  fife/goal  planning. 
For  more  information  about  the  Seminar  pro- 
gram at  MILP,  please  call  our  office. 
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FOCUS  ON... 

One  would  think  that  in  the  rights  movement, 
all  activist  groups  would  be  brothers  and  sis- 
ters in  arms.  In  the  disability  movement, 
however,  there  is  a  dissonance  between  the 
right  to  an  abortion  issue  and  the  rights  of 
people  with  disabilities.  We've  long  fought  for 
rights  which  have  been  denied,  for  various 
reasons,  over  the  years.  Now,  with  ADA  pass- 
ing through  Congress  and  President  Bush 
signing  the  Act  into  law  on  July  26,  1990,  we 
have  some  assurances  to  rest  upon.  But  maybe 
not.  The  Helena  Independent  Record  of  July 
27,  in  an  editorial  regarding  David  Souter's 
qualifications  for  the  US  Supreme  Court,  note 
that  Souter,  "joined  with  a  majority  on  the  New 
Hampshire  supreme  court  in  1986  to  rule  that 
a  woman  who  gave  birth  to  a  seriously  de- 
formed (our  emphasis)  child  had  the  right  to 
sue  her  doctors  because  she  wasn't  adequately 
informed  of  abortion  as  an  option  in  her  case." 
The  equation  here  is  that  disability  means  a 
death  sentence,  similar  to  action  taken  by 
ranchers  when  calves  are  born  deformed, 
unable  to  be  productive.  Is  disability,  then, 
sufficient  grounds  to  terminate  a  pregnancy? 


Some  think  so,  including  David  Souter,  and 
many  others.  What  does  "seriously  deformed" 
mean  and  who  decides  when  it  is  serious 
enough  to  end  a  pregnancy?  Didn't  Adolph  % 
Hitler  have  a  similar  notion  regarding  race 
superiority?  Who  will  speak  for  the  disabled 
fetus,  it  its  mother  or  doctor  won't?  Are  we 
disabled  people,  in  reality,  considered  second 
class  citizens,  at  best,  by  the  very  public  which 
supported  the  passage  of  ADA? 

It  is  not  consistent  for  us  to  have  legal  protec- 
tions in  employment,  public  transportation, 
accommodations,  and  housing,  only  to  have  the 
very  basic  birthright,  when  a  fetus  is  known  to 
have  a  disability,  unprotected.  What  about  the 
people  with  congenital  disabilities?  Had  they 
been  aborted,  we  wouldn't  have  the  stresses 
put  on  government  budgets  that  we  have  now. 
Parents  would  not  have  had  to  suffer  nearly  as 
much.  People  wouldn't  have  little  kids  to  pit  or 
to  find  precious.  The  disability  community 
should  never  accept  the  idea  that  abortion  is  a 
viable  option  based  on  disability  alone.  If  we 
do,  then  we  abrogate  the  rights  we  have  vied  for  A 
so  long. 


UPS  &  DOWNS  IN  HELENA,  or,  elevating  our  hopes 


MILP  has  been  working  in  and  around  Helena 
^for  the  past  ten  years  on  access  to  buildings, 
programs  and  opportunities  for  people  who  are 
disabled.  There  are  a  number  of  curbcuts  in 
existence,  many  buildings  are  ramped,  if  nec- 
essary, and  people  in  charge  of  various  pro- 
grams are  becoming  more  aware  of  our  abili- 
ties, both  physical  and  mental.  For  example,  in 
the  last  month,  Grandstreet  Theatre  and  the 
YMCA  have  taken  steps  to  make  long-needed 
alterations  to  their  buildings,  allowing  for 
greater  involvement  of  Helena's  disabled  citi- 
zens. MILP  appeared  before  the  Tax  Incre- 
ment Fund  (TIF)  board  and  protested 
Grandstreet' s  proposal  for  a  small  amount  of 
remodeling  money  due  to  the  fact  that  the 
theater  was  not  accessible  and  no  money  was 
being  set  aside  to  change  that.  The  City  agreed 
to  add  $150,000  to  the  proposal  to  make  neces- 
sary modifications. 


MILP  has  also  assisted  the  YMCA  in  its  at- 
tempt to  secure  Community  Development 
Block  Grant  (CDBG)  funds  for  making  signifi- 
cant architectural  changes  in  its  building.  This 
will  make  the  "Y"  available  to  all  citizen  of 
Helena  for  the  first  time. 

Several  months  ago,  MILP  provide  some  tech- 
nical assistance  to  a  few  local  motels  in  regard 
to  accessibility  modifications  necessary  to  met 
codes  and  standards.  We  have  received  posi- 
tive feedback  for  our  assistance. 

The  City  of  Helena  plans  to  use  some  TIF 
money  to  make  alterations  to  curbs  in  the 
downtown  area.  MILP  will  help  the  City  in 
identifying  key  areas  where  curbcuts  are 
needed.  With  the  advent  of  ADA,  we  are 
hopeful  that  there  will  be  much  activity  in 
addressing  the  need  for  barrier  removal  in  our 
region. 


•COMINGS  &  GOINGS 

As  of  August  1,  Pam  Muirheid  will  be  leaving 
MILP  after  nearly  3  years  of  service.  She  has 
functioned  as  an  Independent  Living  Coordi- 
nator and  as  Consumer  Affairs  Specialist,  as 
well  as  Coffee  Fund  Director  longer  than  any- 
one else.  When  asked  what  she  is  going  to  be 
doing,  Pam,  never  known  for  being  overly 
talkative  about  herself,  said,  "I  don't  know." 
When  asked  where  she  was  going,  since  she 
just  sold  her  place,  she  replied,  "I  don't  know 
that,  either."  So,  wherever  she  goes,  and 
whatever  she  does,  we  all  wish  her  well  and 
much  success.  We  will  miss  her,  but  not  her 
smoking. 


FOR  SALE 


Jan  LaValley  Miller  has  a  mobile  home  for  sale 
in  Great  Falls.  It  is  situated  at  the  Highwood 
Trailer  Court,  one  of  Great  Falls  finest.  It  is  a 
1978  Medallion,  16x80,  with  a  12x20  finished 
frame  addition.  3  bedroom,  2  bath,  deck,  hot 
tub,  and  Hoyer  lift  bases  in  the  Master  bed- 
room, Master  bath,  and  the  hot  tub  room. 
Completely  accessible.  Hot  tub  is  8'  x  8',  can 
seat  up  to  six.  One  living  room  wall  has  been 
done  in  sheetrock  and  can  be  painted.  Window 
coverings  included.  $23,500;  without  the  hot 
tub,  $20,000.  Address  is  4 159  Highwood  Drive. 
Jan's  number  in  Great  Falls  is  453-5131. 

Vince  and  Missy  Burns  of  Townsend  are  still 
offering  their  house.  It  is  a  3  bedroom  farm 
house,  with  garage,  solarium,  greenhouse, 
fenced  and  is  accessible;  $48,000.  They  can  be 
reached  at  266-3060. 


Misty  Westby  has  a  bath/shower  chair  for  sale; 
like  new,  $30  obo.  Her  number  is  442-0743.  j£ 

Lorene  Burtts  of  Dillon,  has  a  1985  Rolls  Inva- 
care  Arrow,  black,  for  $500.  It  need  tires,  a 
battery,  maybe  some  work  on  the  control  box. 
Used  mostly  indoors;  junior  adult  size.  Her 
number  is  683-5768. 

Daryl  Dilly  of  Helena  has  an  Auto  Madak 
electric  page  turner,  model  H7  3200;  $300  obo. 
It  operates  by  either  sip  'n  puff  or  by  foot  pad. 
He  can  be  reached  at  449-2739  between  9  a.m. 
and  5  p.m.,  M-F. 

MILP  has  a  commode  chair  and  a  collapsible 
walker  for  sale.  Call  us  at  442-5755  or  1-800- 
735-MILP  for  details. 
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MILP  IMPLEMENTS  NEW 
FEE  FOR  SERVICE  SCHEDULE 

Anticipating  at  least  a  ten  percent  cut  back 
in  our  major  Federal  Grant  in  1991,  MILP  has 
^implemented  a  sliding  scale  fee  structure  for 
direct  services  in  hopes  of  offsetting  this  fund- 
ing loss.  Effective  October  1,  1989,  the  Mon- 
tana Independent  Living  Project  has  enacted  a 
comprehensive  fee  structure  for  all  direct  serv- 
ices and  technical  assistance  provided  through 
our  Center. 

The  new  fee  schedule  will  be  based  on  an 
adjusted  family  income.  The  application  proc- 
ess allows  each  family  to  include  numerous 
disability  and  medical  deductions  prior  to  as- 


signing a  fee.  For  many  of  our  current  consum- 
ers receiving  Social  Security,  we  estimate  their 
fee  schedule  assignment  cost  $16.00  annually. 

The  unadjusted  unit  fee  will  continue  to  be 
forty-five  dollars  per  hour.  The  fee  covers  the 
costs  of  operating  MILP,  including  staff  sala- 
ries, benefits,  and  related  travel  and  per  diem 
expenses.  MILP  staff  will  continue  to  aggres- 
sively assist  consumers  in  obtaining  approval 
from  the  consumers  third  party  resources 
(such  as  health  insurance,  etc.)  to  cover  the 
costs  of  independent  living  services  provided  to 
them  through  the  Center,  and  no  one  will  be 
refused  services  based  on  inability  to  pay. 

The  MILP  Monthly  Adjusted  Family  In- 
come Fee  Schedule  is  shown  in  the  table  below: 


Household  Size 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

Fee°'o 

Hourly  Fee 

45% 

Average 
16  Units 

12  Month 
Payment 

Monthly  Income 

437.50 

587.50 

738.00 

88800 

1038.00 

1188.00 

1338.00 

148800 

Base 

50 

800 

1.00 

Monthly  Income 

546.92 

734.42 

92300 

1109.00 

1297.00 

1484.00 

1672.00 

1859.00 

2% 

1  00 

16  00 

1  50 

Monthly  Income 

656.33 

881.33 

1 107.00 

1331.00 

1556.00 

1781.00 

2006  00 

2231.00 

10% 

4  50 

7200 

6.00 

Monthly  Income 

765.68 

1028.17 

1292.00 

1553.00 

1816.00 

2078.00 

2341.00 

2603.00 

20% 

900 

144  00 

12  00 

^^Monthly  Income 

875.08 

1175.08 

1476.00 

1775.00 

2076.00 

2375.00 

2675.00 

297500 

35% 

15.75 

25200 

21  00 

^^Pvlonthly  Income 

1093  83 

1218.83 

1846  00 

2219.00 

2594.00 

2969.00 

300900 

3347.00 

60% 

27  00 

432  00 

36  00 

Monthly  Income 

1 203.00 

1491.00 

2030.00 

2441.00 

2843.00 

3268.00 

3344.00 

3905.00 

751b 

33.75 

54000 

45  00 

Monthly  Income 

1312  00 

1763  00 

2215.00 

286300 

3113.00 

3563.00 

4013.00 

4463  00 

100% 

45  00 

720  CO 

60  00 

FOCUS  ON. . . 

A  recent  article  in  THE  MISSOULIAN 
covered  the  topic  of  communal  living  for  people 
with  severe  disabilities.  The  foundation  for  the 
concept  is  functional  rather  than  philosophi- 
cal. Envisioned  is  a  three-storey  wood  frame 
building  housing  28  to  30  private  living  units 
which  share  kitchen  spaces  and  other  joint 
facilities.  The  folks  living  each  unit  would  be 
consumers  of  personal  care  attendant  services 
which  are  funded  either  privately,  through  in- 
surance, or  by  Medicaid.  The  majority  of 
people  who  are  disabled  and  using  PCAs  are  on 
fixed  incomes  and  generally  qualify  for  Medi- 
caid supported  PCA  services  according  to  PCA 
availability,  one's  own  schedule,  where  one 
lives,  etc.  There  are  many  horror  stories  about 
such  scheduling  mania. 

To  illustrate  how  this  would  work  in  a 
complex  as  described  above,  consider  the  fol- 
lowing. Suppose  the  residents  of  the  place 
qualify  for  a  total  of  672  hours  combined  of 
attendant  care  per  week.  One  day,  then  quali- 
fies for  96  hours,  or,  4  PCAs  each  hour.  No  one 
would  receive  more  than  he/she  has  coming. 
The  key  here  is  that  PCAs  would  be  on  duty 


most  of  the  time,  available  to  provide  timely 
services,  and  able  to  respond  quickly  to  any 
emergencies.  Similar  to  a  "Walden  Three,"  if 
you  will. 

What  appears  to  be  happening  here  is  that 
people  with  disabilities  will  be  forced  to  make 
communal  living  as  a  life  style  choice,  whether 
or  not  it  suits  their  personal  style  or  philoso- 
phy, if  they  wish  to  live  as  independently  as 
possible.  IL  philosophy  is  concerned  with 
choices,  informed  choices,  freely  made  and  not 
forced.  Living  in  communal  situations  is  ap- 
propriate when  it  is  a  choice  over  another 
equally  appropriate  life  style  choice.  If  one 
must  choose  a  certain  way  of  living  in  order  to 
receive  adequate  and  appropriate  PCA  serv- 
ices, it  is  not  longer  a  choice.  The  system  needs 
review  if  it  forces  such  choices. 

We  have  struggled  for  equality  in  employ- 
ment, housing,  recreation,  transportation,  etc. 
One  choice  we  didn't  make  was  the  disability 
we  have,  but  we  have  learned  to  live  with  it. 
What  we  need  is  a  system  which  promotes 
respect,  dignity,  equality  and  independence. 
And  it  starts  with  those  who  are  in  the  system. 


FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE 


Over  130  participants  attended  the  two- 
day  conference  on  fair  housing  and  race  dis- 
crimination in  Bozeman  on  November  30  and 
December  1.  The  conference  was  organized  by 
the  Montana  Human  Rights  Commission  in  re- 
sponse to  a  study  on  housing  Rights  Commis- 
sion in  response  to  a  study  on  housing  discrimi- 
nation in  Montana.  The  study  showed  that 
57%  of  Indians  seeking  housing  in  Montana 
are  treated  differently  than  non-Indian 
homeseekers. 

The  conference  attracted  a  wide  variety  of 
participants.  Those  attending  the  conference 
represented  Montana  Indians  living  both  off 
and  on  Indian  reservations,  tribal  leaders, 
advocacy  and  fair  housing  organizations,  at- 
torneys, landlords,  realtors  and  state  employ- 
ees. Conference  participants  offered  a  number 
of  recommendations  including: 

*  Enhancing  compliance  of  housing  dis- 
crimination laws  through  education, 
more  complaint  filings,  and  more  testing 


*  Publication  of  the  results  of  housing  dis- 
crimination cases  and  distribution  of  re- 
sults to  all  conference  participants 

*  Distribution  of  Human  Rights  Commis- 
sion annual  reports  to  all  conference 
attendants 

*  Urging  all  conference  participants  to 
continue  to  focus  public  attention  on  the 
issue  of  housing  discrimination 

*  Issuing  a  challenge  to  the  Governor  of 
Montana  to  take  action  concerning  the 
issue  of  fair  housing  in  Montana  and 
follow  up  on  the  recommendations  of  the 
conference 

*  Appointing  a  task  force  of  tribal  mem- 
bers, state  officials  and  local  organizers 
from  among  conference  participants  to 
consider  the  issue  of  housing  discrimina- 
tion and  seek  additional  solutions.  w 


continued  on  following  page 
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continued  from  previous  page 

The  president  of  the  Women's  Section  of 
|the  State  Bar  of  Montana,  Janice  Frankino 
'Doggett,  opened  the  conference  with  an  invita- 
tion to  participants  to  open  their  hearts  and 
minds  to  fair  housing,  reminding  all  present 
that,  "the  principle  of  non-discrimination 
means  nothing  to  any  of  us  if  it  does  not  mean 
the  same  thing  to  all  of  us." 

Other  highlights  of  the  conference  in- 
cluded notable  panelists  from  Montana  dis- 
cussing American  Indian  culture  and  the  ef- 
fects of  housing  discrimination. 

Lawrence  Baca,  a  Pawnee  Indian,  and  the 
senior  trial  attorney  at  the  U.S.  Department  of 
Justice,  Civil  Rights  Division,  discussed  the 
broad  spectrum  of  federal  civil  rights  enforce- 
ment of  race  discrimination  laws. 

Avery  Friedman,  a  private  attorney  from 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  shared  some  of  his  experi- 
ences litigating  fair  housing  cases  in  federal 
court.  Friedman  emphasized  that  housing 
providers  who  discriminate  are  paying  an  in- 
creasingly greater  price  for  disobeying  the  law. 
Friedman  emphasized  that  housing  providers 
kwho  discriminate  are  paying  an  increasingly 
greater  price  for  disobeying  the  law.  Friedman 
has  litigated  over  600  federal  fair  housing 
cases,  recovering  over  $1.5  million  for  discrimi- 
nation victims  in  civil  rights  cases  throughout 
the  country. 

A  number  of  other  workshops  offered  par- 


ticipants information  on  outreach  in  the  Indian 
community,  testing  for  housing  discrimina- 
tion, what  to  do  if  a  complaint  is  filed  against 
you,  general  rules  and  management  policies  for 
housing  providers,  and  screening  and  selecting 
tenants. 

In  closing  remarks,  Eldon  Piper,  President 
of  the  Montana  Landlord's  Association  stated 
that  the  conference  brought  forth  a  new  aware- 
ness of  equal  housing  opportunity  for  him.  He 
offered  his  support  and  cooperation  on  behalf  of 
the  landlords  of  Montana  in  opening  further 
communications  with  tenant  and  advocacy 
groups  as  well  as  with  the  Human  Rights 
Commission. 

Two  things  were  evident  from  the  confer- 
ence -  housing  discrimination  occurs  in  Mon- 
tana with  great  frequency  and  there  is  some- 
thing we  can  all  do  to  end  it.  Real  change  will 
occur  only  when  Montanans,  who  oppose  dis- 
crimination, speak  out  and  let  housing  provid- 
ers, law  makers  and  government  leaders  know 
that  they  do  not  approve  of  discrimination.  We 
can  change  behavior  through  stiff  penalties 
and  large  damage  awards  but  we  can  change 
attitudes  only  through  education  and  individu- 
als who  care  taking  an  active  role  in  the  pursuit 
of  fair  housing. 

For  more  information  regarding  the  re- 
sults of  the  conference  and  study,  contact  Ter- 
esa Graham,  Project  Coordinator  for  the 
Human  Rights  Commission's  Fair  Housing 
Assistance  Project,  phone  number  444-2884. 


State  and  federal  laws  prohibit  discrimination  in  the  sale  or  rental  of  housing,  in  the  terms  of  use, 
sale,  lease  or  rental  of  housing,  or  in  advertising  of  available  housing  for  sale  or  rent  on  the  basis 
of  creed  or  religion,  age  and  familial  status,  sex,  race,  national  origin  or  color,  or  physical  or  mental 
handicap.  Anyone  who  has  been  a  victim  of  discrimination  in  housing  should  immediately  contact 
the  Montana  Human  Rights  Commission,  phone  number  444-2884  or  1-800-542-0807  in  Helena 
or  Helena  Indian  Alliance  -  442-9334,  Montana  Legal  Services  -  442-9830,  Montana  Low  Income 
Coalition  -  449-8801. 


POST-POLIO  SUPPORT 
GROUP  CONTACTS: 

Donna  Grummer 

Idaho  Easter  Seal  Society 
1350  Vista  Avenue 
Boise,  ID  83705 
1-208-384-1910 

Sheila  Lemmon 

Idaho  Easter  Seal  Society 
2110  Rollandet 
Route  3,  Box  301 
Idaho  Falls,  ID  83401 
1-208-529-5979 

Carolyn  S.  Simpkins 

1128  King  Court 
Cheyenne,  WY  82007 
1-307-635-3745 

Shelley  Oksness,  R.N. 

Easter  Seal  Society 
4400  Central  Avenue 
Great  Falls,  MT  59405 
1-406-761-3680 

Jan  Haider 

Easter  Seal  Society 

Alpine  Village, 

Suite  6A 

1130  16th  St.  West 

Billings,  MT  59102 

1-406-252-9600 

Missoula  Easter  Seal/Goodwill 

314  North  Higgins 
Missoula,  MT  59802 
1-406-549-2832 

Gary  Reinhard 

1422  Robin  Lane 
Bozeman,  MT  59715 
1-406-587-8935 

William  Smithers 

203  Lakeshore  Drive 
Kalispell,  MT  59901 
1-406-755-3136 


SUPPORT  GROUP  INFO 

MS  Support  Group  -  Helena:  meets  the  second 
Saturday  of  each  month  (September  through 
May)  at  the  MILP  office  at  10:30  a.m.    For  % 
further  info,  call  Claudia  at  442-0247. 

TBI  Support  Group  -  Helena:  meets  every 
other  Tuesday  at  7  p.m.  at  St.  Paul's  Method- 
ist Church.  For  more  info,  call  Cathy  Ward  at? 

Alzheimer's  Support  Group  -  Helena:  for  info 
on  groups  in  Helena,  call  442-2480,  ext.  2363; 
in  Townsend,  call  266-3186. 

MS  Support  Group  -  Bozeman:  meets  the  first 
Tuesday  of  each  month  at  1:30  p.m.  in  the 
Darlington  Manor.  For  more  info,  contact 
Terry  Barquist  at  586-2509. 

MS  Support  Group  -  Livingston:  This  group 
has  just  recently  started  meeting  again.  For 
more  info,  call  Pauline  Williams  at  222-7803. 

TBI  Support  Group  -  Bozeman:  meets  every 
third  Wednesday  of  the  month  at  7:30  p.m.  at 
Reach,  Inc.  For  more  info,  call  Barb  Axtell  at 
763-4289. 

Diabetes  Support  Group  -  Helena:  meets  the 
second  Monday  of  each  month  at  7  p.m.  in  the 
Lewis  and  Clark  Library.  For  more  info,  call 
Judy  Hayhurst  at  449-6232. 

Parkinson's  Disease  Support  Group  -  Helena: 
meets  the  fourth  Tuesday  of  each  month  (Sep- 
tember through  May)  at  7:15  p.m.  in  the 
Cooney  Convalescent  Home.  For  more  info, 
call  Echolyn  Travis  at  933-5755. 


AIDS  Support  Group  Network 
additional  info,  call  449-1071. 


Helena:   for 


Helping  Hand  Support  Group  -  Helena:  meets 
on  second  Thursday  of  each  month  at  7  p.m.  at 
the  First  Baptist  Church  in  Helena.  This  is  a 
support  group  for  family  members.  For  more 
info,  call  Joyce  at  443-8303. 

TBI  Support  Group  -  Butte:  a  group  is  just 
getting  underway.  For  more  info  call  Claudine 
Micone  at  782-0436.  ^ 

MS  Support  Group  -  Butte:  Second  Wednesday 
each  month  at  the  Butte  Community  Center. 
For  more  info,  contact  Jack  Keely  at  494-4073. 
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August  1 , 1 990 


Kathy  Brown 
MT.  State  Library 
1 51 5  East  6th 
Helena,  Montana  59620 

Dear  Kathy, 

Enclosed  are  three  of  our  newest  issues  of  our  FO  CUS  NEWSLETTER.  We 
have  placed  you  on  our  mail  list.  Your  next  newsletter  should  be  to  you 
within  the  next  2  weeks. 

Thank  you  for  your  interest  and  enjoy. 

Sincerely, 


Tim  Harris 

Community  Develpment  Specialist 

Ml  LP 

Enclosure 


December  1,  1989 

For  Immediate  Release 


For  Further  Information  Contact: 

Roger  Ala,  Director 

Area  IV  Agency  On  Aging 

Rocky  Mountain  Development  Council 

P.O.  Box  1717,  201  South  Main 

Helena,  Montana  59624 

Telephone:  442-1552 


NOTICE 

A  needs  assessment  public  hearing  will  be  conducted  on  Friday,  February  16,  1990,  form  1:00 
p.m.  to  5:00  p.m.  at  the  Bozeman  Senior  Center  in  Bozeman,  Montana  on  the  development  of  the  Area 
IV  Agency  on  Aging  Program  Plan  for  fiscal  year  1991.  Another  hearing  will  be  conducted  on  Friday, 
February  23,  1990,  at  the  Meagher  County  Senior  Center  located  in  White  Sulphur  Springs, 
Montana.  This  hearing  will  also  be  conducted  from  1:00  p.m.  to  5:00  p.m.  for  the  same  purpose. 

The  Area  rV  Program  Plan  will  outline  the  program  objectives  and  allocations  of  142, 1 18  Federal 
Title  IIIB  Funds  (supportive  services)  from  the  Older  Americans  Act.  Allocation  of  $186,498  Title 
IIICl  Funds  (congregate  nutrition)  $41,501  of  Title  IIIC2  (home  delivery  nutrition),  allocation  of 
$2554  Title  III  Funds  (in-home  services)  and  $83,605  of  state  general  funds  is  also  explained.  The 
funds  are  to  be  authorized  for  projects  in  Meagher,  Park,  Gallatin,  Lewis  and  Clark,  Broadwater  and 
Jefferson  Counties.  (Figures  reflect  estimated  allocations  for  fiscal  1991  only). 

The  public  is  encouraged  to  attend  and  to  comment  on  the  program  plan.  If  hearing  impaired 
person  call  the  area  agency  prior  to  the  public  hearings,  the  area  will  make  arrangements  for  signers 
.to  be  in  attendance  at  the  hearings.  A  copy  of  the  current  plan  will  be  available  at  the  Area  rV  Agency 
"on  aging  office  located  at  201  South  Main  in  Helena,  Montana. 

Written  and  oral  comments  are  encouraged.  Comments  may  be  sent  to  Roger  Ala,  Rocky 
Mountain  Development  Council,  P.O.  Box  1717,  Helena,  Montana  59624.  All  comments  must  be 
made  prior  to  March  5,  1990. 

It  is  the  policy  of  the  Area  rV  Agency  on  aging  to  provide  benefits,  services  and  employment  to 
all  persons  without  regard  to  race,  color,  national  origin,  handicap  or  age  in  compliance  with  Title 
VI  of  the  Civil  Rights  Act  of  1964,  Section  504  of  the  Rehabilitation  Act  of  1973  and  the  Age 
Discrimination  Act  of  1975. 


ASSISTIVE  TECHNOLOGIES  CONSORTIUM 


The  Montana  Consortium  for  Assistive 
Technologies  (MCAT)  is  a  group  of  Montanans 
from  various  backgrounds  and  experiences 
who  are  interested  in  assuring  people  with 
disabilities  have  the  best  possible  access  to  any 
assistive  technology.  It  is  governed  by  an 
eleven-member  board  of  directors  consisting 
mostly  of  people  with  disabilities.  Anyone 
interested  can  join  the  consortium.  Quarterly 
meetings  take  place  in  the  auditorium  of  the 
SRS  Building,  111  Sanders  in  Helena. 

The  following  articulates  some  of  the  pur- 
poses and  directions  MCAT  wishes  to  pursue: 
to  coordinate  statewide  efforts  to  promote 
awareness  and  availability  of  assistive  tech- 
nology for  individuals  who  have  disabilities; 
develop  information  about  funding  options  for 
assistive  technologies;  pursue  additional 
grants  and  financial  resources;  empower  con- 
sumers by  providing  information  about  what  is 
available  in  assistive  technologies  and  how  to 
access  them;  develop  mechanisms  for  ongoing 
consumer  input;  make  use  of  the  unique  nature 
of  Montana  to  promote  technology  solutions 
that  work  in  rural  remote  environments. 

Various  terms  and  definitions  are  used  in 
connection  with  assistive  device  technology.  A 
wide  range  of  devices,  tools,  aids  and  equip- 
ment are  utilized  to  allow  people  with  disabili- 
ties greater  functioning  capacity.  The  follow- 
ing definitions  will  perhaps  be  helpful  in  clari- 


fying our  understanding  of  such  aids. 

Devices  fall  into  two  categories,  1)  those 
that  adapt  conventional  methods  for  complet-  ^ 
ing  a  task,  and  2)  those  which  bypass  alto-  ^ 
gether  any  conventional  methods.    The  first 
groupis  called"assistive,"  the  second,  "alterna- 
tive." 

Access  Device:  nothing  more  than  a 
switch.  It  can  also  be  called  "control."  An 
access  device  regulates  the  flow  of  power. 
Switches  can  be  adaptive  or  alternative. 

Communication  Device:  devices  which 
help  non-verbal  people  express  themselves. 
They  range  from  simple  lap  boards  to  com- 
puter-based systems  which  convert  Morse 
Code  to  artificial  speech.  Categories  of  commu- 
nication devices  are  "augmentative"  and  "al- 
ternative." The  term  "augmentative"  is  used 
when  spoken  communication  may  be  rees- 
tablished. The  term  "alternative  refers  to 
cases  where  spoken  communication  does  not 
become  functional.  A  device  which  stimulates 
vocal  chords  would  be  augmentative,  a  lap 
board  containing  letters  or  words  at  which  one 
points  would  be  alternative. 

If  you  wish  to  join  MCAT  or  obtain  more 
information  about  it,  please  contact  the  Mon- 
tana Consortium  for  Assistive  Technology,  52 
Corbin  Hall,  University  of  Montana,  Missoula, 
MT  59801,  or  call  243-5467. 


HANDYMAN'S  SPECIAL 

So  often  when  looking  for  a  home  to  pur- 
chase, we  encounter  the  description  above.  If 
you  use  a  wheelchair,  most  every  house  you  are 
shown  can  be  described  as  a  handyman's  spe- 
cial. The  I  &  R  component  at  MILP  receives  a 
significant  number  of  calls  from  around  the 
Treasure  State  requesting  information  on  ac- 
cessible housing.  We  have  information  on 
modifying  homes  or  buildings  from  scratch  to 
accessibility  specifications.  What  we  do  not 
have  is  adequate  or  complete  data  on  existing 
accessible  houses.  We  would  appreciate  infor- 
mation on  any  accessible  housing  that  exists. 
Please  send  us  a  description  of  your  house  or 
apartment,  including  details  on  the  specific 
modifications  that  have  been  made.  If  you 
have  photos,  they  would  also  be  welcomed.  At 
some  point  we  will  develop  a  register  of  modi- 
fied homes  and  would  like  to  include  yours, 


with  your  permission.  Just  send  your  descrip- 
tions to  MILP,  38  S.  Last  Chance  Gulch, 
Helena,  MT  59601.  We  thank  you  for  your 
support. 


FOR  SALE 

A  Cheney  Wecolator  stairway  chair,  about 
15  years  old.  Will  entertain  a  reasonable  offer. 
Elevator  is  in  Helena,  but  the  owner,  Andrew 
Johnston,  is  presently  at  6424  Contreras  Rd., 
Oxford,  Ohio  45056.  His  phone  number  is  5 13- 
523-8915.  Mr.  Johnston  will  return  to  Helena 
sometime  in  May. 

MILP  has  a  collapsible  walker,  guaran- 
teed to  collapse  only  when  not  in  use,  and  a/^ 
commode  chair  for  sale.  If  you  are  interested, 
call  us  at  1-800-233-0805  or  in  Helena  at  442- 
5755,  and  make  an  offer. 


UPDATE  ON  THE  ADA 

EDUCATION  &  LABOR  COMMITTEE:  Ma- 
|ior  victory!  On  Nov.  14,  the  Committee  unani- 
*mously  reported  the  bill  after  several  weaken- 
ing amendments  were  defeated.  We  would  not 
have  been  able  to  defeat  these  amendments 
without  the  hard  work  of  everyone  who  wrote 
and  called  -  great  job!  However  our  work  is  far 
from  over: 

Not  one  business  group  has  endorses 
the  ADA.  The  business  community 
still  has  major  concerns  with  the  bill 
and  is  actively  working  to  weaken  it. 
The  Chamber  of  Commerce,  National 
Federation  of  Independent  Busi- 
nesses (NFIB),  National  Association 
of  Theater  Owners,  Shell  Oil,  National 
Association  of  Retailers  and  others  as 
well  as  the  private  transit  industry 
and  some  public  transit  authorities 
continue  to  generate  erroneous  infor- 
mation about  the  bill  to  their  member- 
f       ships  in  an  attempt  to  weaken  it. 

PUBLIC  WORKS  &  TRANSPORTATION 
COMMITTEE:  Subcommittee  and  full  com- 
mittee mark-ups  will  probably  be  held  in  late 
January-early  February.  Rep.  Bud  Shuster  (R- 
PA),  ranking  minority  on  the  Surface  Trans- 
portation Subcommittee  will  be  carrying 
amendments  on  private  transportation  (Grey- 
hound, etc  -  the  enclosed  New  York  Times/Wall 
St.  Journal  editorials  illustrate  the  industry's 
aggressive  campaign  on  this  issue).  On  public 
transit,  cold  and  inclement  weather  exemp- 
tions and  a  small  town  exemption,  which  would 
lead  us  back  to  local  option,  will  also  be  offered. 

Local  option  seems  reasonable  to  many  mem- 
bers because  the  term  implies  freedom  of 
choice.  When  you  meet  with  and  write  to 
Members  of  this  committee,  it's  important  to 
emphasize  that  1)  ADA  requires  paratransit  as 
Veil  as  mainline  access,  2)  money  spent  for 
purchasing  lifts  for  new  buses  will  not  come  out 
of  a  town's  paratransit  budget  -  therefore  no 


one's  paratransit  services  will  decrease  as  a 
result  of  purchasing  lifts,  3)  lifts  work  in  cold 
and  rainy  areas  as  well  as  in  small  towns,  and 
4)  most  importantly,  that  the  entire  intent  of 
the  ADA  -  to  integrate  people  with  disabilities 
into  the  mainstream  of  American  society  -  will 
be  severely  undermined  if  any  one  of  these 
amendments  is  adopted. 

JUDICIARY  COMMITTEE:  Mark-up  ex- 
pected in  early  February.  This  is  the  business 
community's  last  opportunity  to  weaken  the 
public  accommodations  and  employment  sec- 
tion in  committee.  We  expect  that  Rep.  Bill 
McCollum  (R-FL)  and  other  members  will  offer 
several  amendments  on  public  accommoda- 
tions. These  could  include:  reducing  the  scope 
of  what's  covered,  reducing  or  eliminating  civil 
penalties  (monetary  fines)  that  a  court  can 
impose  in  pattern  or  practice  cases  brought  by 
the  Attorney  General,  increasing  the  elevator 
exemption,  and  several  others. 

ENERGY  &  COMMERCE  COMMITTEE: 
Mark-up  expected  in  late  February-early 
March.  Rep.  John  Dingel  (D-MI),  Chairman  of 
the  Committee,  has  several  concerns  regard- 
ing AMTRAK.  For  example,  Chairman  Dingell 
wants  to  ties  ADA's  accessibility  requirements 
to  the  level  of  appropriations  AMTRAK  gets 
each  year  and  he  wants  to  limit  accessibility  to 
1  car  per  train,  even  in  new  trains.  This  would 
result  in  a  lesser  standard  than  currently  ex- 
ists under  Section  504.  Many  committee 
members  share  these  views.  Rep.  Dingell  also 
feels  that  the  ADA's  definition  of  disability  is 
too  broad.  Other  members  want  to  extend  time 
lines  for  accessibility  of  commuter  rail  lines.  In 
addition,  some  telephone  companies  have  sug- 
gested weakening  the  telecommunications 
section. 

Send  Williams  and  Marlenee  your  voices.  You 
can  write  either  in  care  of  the  U.S.  House  of 
Representatives,  Washington  D.C.  20515,  or 
call  Williams  1-800-332-5965.     Every  voice 
counts!! 


MILP  has  had  a  year  long  association  with 
RTC  Rural  to  gather  information  on  secondary 
disabilities  among  consumers  with  disabili- 
ties. In  March  MILP,  RTC  Rural,  Summit,  and 
the  Health  Department  will  present  a  work- 
shop on  secondary  disabilities.  We  invite  and 
encourage  all  of  you  to  participate.  Please  call 
MILP  at  442-5755  in  the  Helena  area,  or  800- 
233-0805  statewide  for  more  information. 


WORLD  HEALTH  DAY  IS  APRIL  7, 1990 


Judy  Backa  did  it  again!  In  April  of  1989, 
she  bowled  over  200  in  one  game  and  was 
honored  by  the  Sleeping  Giant  Lanes  for 
her  achievement.  On  January  31,  1990, 
she  rolled  a  202  and  had  a  507  series.  Judy 
was  presented  with  a  pin  for  the  202  game 
and  a  pin  for  the  507  series.  Congratula- 
tions, Judy,  for  a  job  well  done! 

CONFERENCE 

The  Montana  Public  Health  Association  Con- 
ference will  be  held  in  Lewistown  April  11-13 


**"  BE  A  FOCUS  SUBSCRIBER 

We  are  looking  for  subscribers  to  help  us  with  the  costs  of  publishing  the  newsletter.  If  you 
feel  it  is  important  to  you,  please  fill  out  the  form  below  and  return  to:  MILP,  38  S.  Last 
Chance  Gulch,  Helena,  MT  59601.  Thanks  for  your  support. 


Name 


Address 


City 


State 


Zip 


□  Yes,  I  can  support  FOCUS.  Enclosed  is  my  donation  of:  $15    $25 
Q  Yes,  I  support  FOCUS,  but  cannot  give  anything  at  this  time. 
Q  Please  remove  my  name  from  the  mailing  list 
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